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Introduction

What is a shorter course?

Rarangi Golf Club

A golf course can be an intimidating 
environment for those who are new to golf 
with course lengths that exceed the abilities 
of most adult beginners and young people 
as well as many senior golfers. There is more 
enjoyment and less frustration associated 
with the game when players can reach the 
green in a reasonable number of shots. This 

can be achieved by golf clubs offering a forward 
tee option to vary the golf experience for players, 
young and old. With many regulation 18-hole 
courses struggling to connect with a customer 
base in societal flux, a shorter ‘purple’ course 
alternative makes the game faster and more 
rewarding for a range of golfers.

Many people are looking for a less time consuming, less difficult, less expensive and more family friendly 
version of golf and shorter courses check all the boxes for growing the game in this day and age. Shorter 
courses are regularly introduced at clubs for use by young people, beginners and families, and by having an 
official course rating, it allows any player to play the course and submit a score for handicapping purposes. 
Instead of spending weeks on the practice range in an attempt to get good enough to play a regulation course, 
those who are new to golf can be introduced to a shorter course almost immediately meaning they can 
experience the real game early on. 

While there will be some walking required between greens and tees on a shorter course layout, this should be 
seen as a positive with the fitness and health benefits being a key motivation for people when deciding what 
sport to be involved in.  

Setting up forward tees can be achieved with little to no cost to a club, with the only requirement being a 
permanent marker on fairways or existing tee blocks from which to rate the course, and tee markers. The teeing 
area does not need to be raised – a reasonably flat and closely mown area, generally to the side of a fairway, 
is sufficient. In most cases, it is not practical to have tee signage in place, as it could come into play for shots 
from the regular tees. The front area of some of the existing tee blocks can be used, putting the tee markers well 
forward, but allowing at least a couple of metres of space in front. This is often a good option for par 3 holes 
where there may not be an area closer to the hole that is cut to fairway height. 

To qualify for a New Zealand Golf Course Rating and Slope Rating, courses must measure 2,742 metres (1,371 
metres for nine holes) and must have one or more ‘long’ holes as follows:

• Minimum length must be 1,371 metres for a 9-hole course with at least one hole that measures 229 metres 
for men or 192 metres for women.

• Minimum 2,742 metres for an 18-hole course with at least two holes which measure the minimum 229 
metres (men) / 192 metres (women).

Apart from those requirements, the layout of the course is up to a club to decide. Clubs should bear in mind 
the primary purpose of a shorter course is to provide a good introduction to the game of golf, and ideally be a 
stepping stone to playing and enjoying a regular length course.

Rarangi Golf Club in Blenheim is fortunate to have Pip Looker, who is also 
the Head Greenkeeper, as the driving force behind their successful junior golf 
programme. Under Pip’s guidance the number of young people in the junior 
programme has grown to around 30 kids who are regularly participating in 
coaching sessions and events at the club. 

Pip is a keen advocate of short course layouts and has introduced a 2,744-metre 
par 72 course at Rarangi to encourage kids and parents to spend more time on-
course enjoying the game while also working towards achieving a handicap. 
Prior to setting up the course, the kids were playing from the red tees with an 
adjusted par to take into account the number of shots it realistically took for kids 
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People are becoming more conscious about 
the way they spend their time, and with more 
distractions than ever, it is important for 
golf to innovate to continue attracting new 
players to the game. One of the best ways 
to do that is to pack the greatest amount of 
fun possible into a compact time frame on a 
shorter course which will ultimately broaden 

Conclusion
the appeal of golf. For more information 
about how your club can set up a shorter 
course, click here to view the guidelines 
on the New Zealand Golf website or contact 
your Regional Support Manager.

to play each hole. Pip recognised early on that it was discouraging for young golfers to play a 350-metre hole 
and need nine or ten strokes whereas a shorter course would allow kids to play in a way that made them excited 
about the golf. Junior members at Rarangi can now go out on course and experience the satisfaction of scoring 
pars and the odd birdie, and this in turn motivates them to play more. 

The forward tee option has encouraged more family participation at the club with parents also enjoying 
playing on the course with their kids. This promotes the opportunity for families to spend quality time together 
outdoors while also giving the parents a taste of golf.

http://www.golf.co.nz/uploads/Guidelines%20for%20Setting%20up%20Shorter%20Courses%20Final.pdf

